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God’s

For this reason, since the day we heard 

about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you and asking God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding. Colossians 1:9

God’s will for your life is discovered and 

fulfilled through a series of many small 

choices of obedience. Live a lifestyle of 

being “toward” God, wanting to obey Him 

in the big and little things. Develop 

increased dependence on God instead of 

relying on your own abilities to direct your 

life. Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; in 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 

make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

God wants to guide you. He uses many 

methods. Obey the next thing He tells you. 

Do what you know to do. God will show 

you the next step. 

WILL
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questions to ask to

Here are some questions that 

will help you evaluate your 

choices.

Are you 
willing to 
do whatever 
God asks 
you to do 
without 
reservation?

You can trust God’s love and 

wisdom.

 Pray this to God. “I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 
 Psalm 40:8

What Bible principles apply to your 
situation? 

Because I love your commands more than gold, more than pure gold, and because I consider all 

your precepts right, I hate every wrong path. Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no 

sin rule over me. Psalm 119:127-128, 133  

The Holy Spirit will never lead you in a way that will break the fence of scriptural principles.  If 

you spend regular time in prayer and reading the Bible, you are learning scriptural guidelines for 

actions and decisions.  You are learning what is important to God. 

KNOW GOD’S WILL
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James 3:17 is a good place to start (though not an exhaustive list) in evaluating choices 

according to Biblical principles. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 

peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

Is it pure? 

Does your decision lead you into purity and holiness?  

Will it keep you away from temptation in areas where you have been weak? 

 

Self-control is produced by saying “No” to going near places or people that will make it difficult 

to keep from sinning.

Use this question to evaluate the kinds of people you date and the places you go.

Is it peace-loving?  

Does this guidance leave your heart with peace, joy, or 

spiritual conviction?  It should not bring depression or despair.

Is there peace between you and those with whom you 

associate? If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 

Are you right in your relationships? 

God takes very seriously your relationships with others. Having something against someone else 

can block your ability to hear God’s guidance.

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 

brother; then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24
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Is it considerate and full of mercy?  

Is your decision thoughtful of others’ feelings and needs? 

What is the loving thing to do? 

What would be the ultimate best for the other person/people involved?  

What is appropriate (polite or customary) behavior in this situation? 

Is it submissive?

Are you submitting to authority? Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God. Romans 13:1

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give 

an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you. Hebrews 13:17  
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Will it produce good fruit? 

In other words, will it produce integrity in your life?  Would your decision put you in a position 

where you must, or would be tempted to, compromise your integrity?  The integrity of the upright 

guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. Proverbs 11:3

 

Underline the traits of integrity in the following psalm. 

A psalm of David. LORD, who may dwell in your 

sanctuary? Who may live on your holy hill? He 

whose walk is blameless and who does what is 

righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart 

and has no slander on his tongue, who does 

his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his 

fellowman, who despises a vile man but honors 

those who fear the LORD, who keeps his oath even when it hurts, who lends his money without 

usury and does not accept a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things will never 

be shaken. Psalm 15:1-5

…who keeps his oath even when it hurts… Have you fulfilled promises and obligations to which 

you have committed yourself?  

Faithfulness, following through on what you have said you will do, is a major mark of integrity. 

People will learn to trust you as you are true to your word, no matter what hardship it causes 

you. “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” Luke 16:10 God may be leading 

you to change jobs or your living situation, but it may not be the right time if you still have 

promises to fulfill. 

He said he would 
-- and he did.
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God’s will must be done at the right time 

with the right attitude. Then, you will 

produce good fruit, or good works, and build 

up Christ’s name.

Is it impartial? 

Would your choice be fair, just, and 

equitable to the others it would affect?

Are you motivated by selfish ambition? 

Is it sincere? 

Are you being honest and genuine, paying 

attention to what you think and feel about 

the situation? Do not compromise who you 

want to be as a Christian under pressure 

from others who may not have God’s (and 

your) best interests in mind.

Are you settling for less than God’s best? 

Have you obeyed the last thing 
God told you to do?   

If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened;… Psalm 66:18  Blessed 

are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Matthew 5:8 You need to see God and hear His 

voice to know where He is leading. When you disobey Him and don’t repent and make it right, 

your heart becomes callused (no longer pure). It becomes increasingly hard to hear His voice. 

Soon you will be without a compass. He will not show you more if you have not been faithful 

to obey what you do know. 

God’s will is 
doing and saying 
the right thing 
in the right 
place, with the 
right people, at 
the right time 
and in the right 
sequence, using 
the right method 
with the right 
attitude of heart. 

– Adapted from Loren 
Cunningham, founder of Youth 

With a Mission
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Are there any areas of disobedience (sin) in your life for which you have not repented and 

made right? 

In big areas or small, have you knowingly disobeyed the Bible or what God told you to do? 

In your mind, go back to any place where you know you didn’t obey. Go back to the last 
time you heard God’s voice. Repent and ask God to redeem that place in your life. Make 
things right with people you have wronged. 

You may have some reaping to bear, but God can do His will in and through your life as you 

continually submit to His ways. God is a creative redeemer of lives. 

Have you sought wise counsel?

Have you sought the counsel of wise, godly, and spiritually sensitive people to confirm what 

God is telling you?  

For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure. Proverbs 11:14  

The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. Proverbs 12:15  

Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice. Proverbs 13:10  

Make plans by seeking advice; if you wage war, obtain guidance. Proverbs 20:18  
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Is there a “hitch” or “check” in 
your heart that makes you hesitate?

A “hitch” or “check” feels like the gentle tug on the reins of a horse. God is saying “no” to either 

the action you are considering or the timing. 

If you feel the “check,” stop. Ask God to show you what is wrong.  

Is it a wrong action, or wrong timing?  Ask spiritually mature and 

sensitive people what they think about your situation.  

If you feel that there is no check or hesitancy and neither 

is there a nudge from the Spirit toward one choice or the 

other, it may mean 

that God is allowing 

you to choose. You 

are free to choose 

what seems best to you or what you desire the 

most.

 

Have you had a 
supernatural 
experience in 
guidance? 
(prophecy, angel, vision, dream, and so on)

For descriptions of supernatural guidance and how 

to check their authenticity, go to How Does God 
Guide? in this section. 

When in 
doubt, don’t.
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Have you listed the advantages and 
disadvantages for each choice?   

The number of items on each list is not how you should make your decision. Look at how 

each item is weighed as to its impact on your life or the item’s importance in light of God’s 

priorities.

For instance, if the only disadvantage of joining a sorority is that you’re not sure you can 

withstand the peer pressure to compromise, then that item outweighs all the other advantages.  

Even though you might be able to speak about Christ to the members, it’s not worth the chance 

that you might violate the Scriptural guidelines to walk in integrity before unbelievers.  God will 

show you another way to speak about Christ.

Advantages
1. Share about Christ.     
2. Make new friends     
3. Feel accepted

Disadvantages
1. Might not withstand peer pressure
and compromise integrity 
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prepare yourself to hear

It’s actually hard not to hear God if you really want to please and obey Him!  If you stay 

humble and ask Him, He promises to guide you. If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 

God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he 

asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 

and tossed by the wind. James 1:5-6

What must you believe? 

Believe that God is trustworthy and will guide you somehow, by His choice of method. Your 

task is to pay attention. 

Ask God Your Question

Ask God what you want to know. You can make this psalm into a prayer. Show me your ways, O 

LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and 

my hope is in you all day long. Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his 

ways. He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. For the sake of your name, 

O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great.  Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? He will 

instruct him in the way chosen for him. Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 11-12  

You may have noticed that this psalm says that God instructs sinners, and yet there is also a 

prayer of repentance included. Ask God if there is anything in your life that does not please 

Him. If He shows you something specific, then repent now. But, God does not expect you to be 

perfect in order to hear His voice; He instructs sinners in His ways. Stay humble and open to 

His correction, and He will guide you.

Submit to God as Director of Your Life
The next three steps are adapted from Loren Cunningham, Is That Really You, God?, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1984, pages 155-157.

 

Ask God to help you silence, or lay aside, your own thoughts, desires, and the opinions of 

others. Lay aside your own agenda. 

GOD’S GUIDANCE
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You are not assuming a passive mental posture. You are very actively listening for God’s thoughts 

and desires; they are for your best. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be 

wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. Proverbs 3:5-7  

Resist the Enemy 

Use the authority that Jesus Christ has given you to silence the voice of the enemy. 

Make this verse into a prayer. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you. James 4:7  

Expect an Answer 

After asking the question that is on your mind, 

wait for God to answer. He may speak to you 

right now or as you go about your daily work. 

Remain in an attitude of listening and yielding 

to Him. My sheep listen to my voice; I know 

them, and they follow me. John 10:27  

Allow God to speak to you in the way 

He chooses.  Don’t try to dictate to Him 

concerning the guidance methods you prefer. 

Expect your loving heavenly Father to speak to 

you.  He will. 

Sometimes, when you ask God 
to show you the whole picture, 
He gives you a piece of the 
puzzle instead. If you are 
expecting the answer to look 
like the whole picture, you 
might miss the piece right 
in front of you. Pick up the 
piece; take the step that you 
feel free to take. Trust Him to 
provide the next pieces until 
the picture of His purpose for 
you is complete. “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. …” Jeremiah 29:11
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how does
This portion on how God guides is adapted from Winky Pratney, Youth Aflame, Communication Foundation Publishers, P.O. Box 

386, Lindale, TX 75771, copyright 1970 by W. A. Pratney, PH 20-29 pages 284-293. Used with permission. 

God communicates in different ways, many of which will be discussed here.

The Quiet, 
Inner Voice

God often speaks to you as a thought that drops 

into your mind, words that you “hear” in your 

mind, an impression or gentle urging to do or say 

something, an impression that you should not do or 

say something – as if God is gently pulling back on 

the reins. His voice is gentle, firm, familiar-sounding, 

loving, and leaves you with a sense of security. (Pratney, 

PH27, p. 291)

John 10:11-16, 27-30  I am the good shepherd, My 

 sheep listen to My voice, 

 they follow Me. 

2 Timothy 1:7  God gives power, love, and a 

 sound mind

Tests for the Inner Voice

•  The impression or thought, if obeyed, will result in a more Christ-like character.

•  It does not contradict any of God’s written instructions in the Bible.

•  It does not make you feel controlled or that you have no choice.

•  It does not contribute to pride about “being specifically guided by God.”

•  It does not leave you with a feeling of no hope.

•  It does not create an increasing compulsion or suggest foolish things governing food, dress, 

sex, or manner of acting.

•  If the guidance seems unclear or doubtful, don’t do it, or, at least, wait until you have more clarity.

•  Although you may be challenged and stretched by what God is asking you to do, you should 

not feel worry or fear.

GOD GUIDE?
What is it like to have God speak to me?

It is not wise for a person to offer 

guidance with the preface of “God 

told me” or “God showed me.”  

We are human and imperfect.  God 

speaks perfectly; we do not always 

hear perfectly.  It is better to 

preface guidance with “I think 

God is telling me,” or “Would you 

pray about this message I feel I 

have heard from God.”
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The Bible

I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path. Your word is a lamp to 

my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:104-105

God can guide you through your regular Bible reading. Every time you read it, you make 

deposits in your spiritual account, like money in the bank. But, this “money” is knowing God’s 

character (“I know God! He wouldn’t give up on me!”) and knowing how God says to live 

(“God says to tithe, so I already know what He wants me to do with 10% of my earnings.”) 

In addition, sometimes the passage you read in the morning proves useful in a conversation 

or situation that day.

You may receive a mental suggestion of a chapter, verse, or book. Turn to the place and begin 

to read until God speaks to you.

God may bring to mind a verse of Scripture in time of temptation or difficulty that brings 

clear instruction.  
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Audible Voice of God

God has sometimes spoken in a voice that could be heard by people.   This happened to a number 

of people in the Bible.  Here are some examples:

Exodus 3:4-6  Moses at the burning bush  

Exodus 19:19  Lord’s voice to Moses at top of Mount Sinai

Numbers 12:5-8  Lord to Miriam and Aaron

1 Samuel 3:1-10  the Lord calls Samuel

I Kings 19:9-13  God spoke to Elijah in a gentle whisper

John 12:27-30  a voice from heaven to Jesus when He predicted His death

Acts 9:1-7  Lord to Saul (who was later called Paul)

Hebrews 12:18-20  Israelites could not bear what was commanded, the sight was terrifying

Tests for God’s Audible Voice

•  It is a familiar voice that may sound almost like someone you know and love.  (Do not confuse 

this with a demonic imitation of dead relatives or friends.)  In 1 Samuel 3:4-5 Samuel thought 

three times that God’s voice was Eli’s

•  God’s words are loving and gentle, even when rebuking.  It is the voice of the Good Shepherd 

who gives His life for the sheep. There is no harshness; it is sure and kind.

•  It is never confusing, never hindering a person from thinking.  It doesn’t urge sudden 

action without time to intelligently weigh the issues; it never asks unthinking obedience. 
(Pratney, PH20-21, pp. 284-285)
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Visions and Dreams

Nearly all the prophets of Scripture were given dreams and visions to instruct them. A vision 

differs from a dream in only one basic way; the vision can occur when the person is awake. 
(Pratney, PH21, p. 285)

Isaiah 6:1-8  Isaiah’s awesome vision

Ezekiel 1:1-28  Ezekiel’s strange vision

Daniel 2:19, 22-47  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Daniel’s interpretation

Joel 2:28, Acts 2:17  God’s promise about visions to young men in last days

Matthew 1:20; 2:12,13  Joseph’s dream about Mary, sent to Egypt

Acts 10:9-20  Peter’s vision to tell him to go to a Gentile home

Acts 16:9-10  Paul’s vision to go to Macedonia

Acts 26:13-19  Paul’s vision of Christ, obeyed heavenly vision

Tests for God-given Dreams and Visions

•  The dream is very realistic, like an actual scene of life.  A sense of import fills it.

•  The dream is usually short, not rambling or confused; it is clearly defined in purpose and 

sequence.

•  You awaken from the dream feeling closer to Christ and spiritually refreshed or challenged.

•  A vision is easily distinguished from physical world on which it is superimposed.

•  A vision is never given in mentally non-active conditions, such as under the effects of 

drugs, hypnotic or other self-induced trances, music, yoga or other Eastern disciplines, 

transcendental meditation, or occult and spiritist conditions.

•  God-given dreams and visions will never be suggestions for occult powers or secrets. They 

will not be sensually arousing to attitudes of immorality, hatred, or fear.  They will never be 

depressing or confusing. (Pratney, PH22, p. 286) 
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Angels

The Bible records many appearances of angels. They sometimes brought messages from God 

to His people. The Bible reveals that God has many angelic beings that serve Him in various 

ways. (Pratney, PH22, p. 286)
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Some examples of angels’ service for God:

Psalm 103:20-21  angels sing, do His bidding, obey, praise

Psalm 148:2-5  angels commanded to praise the Lord

Isaiah 6:1-3  seraphs visit Isaiah

Revelation 5:6-14  John sees the Lord, thousands of angels sing

Some examples of angels’ earthly visits:

2 Kings 6:15-17  Elisha prayed that his servant would see the horses and chariots

Matthew 1:20  angel to Joseph, Mary’s husband, in a dream

Luke 1:11-20  angel talks with father of John the Baptist

Luke 1:26-35  angel to Mary, mother of Jesus

Luke 2:8-12  angel spoke to shepherds

Acts 8:26 angel told Philip to go south

Acts 10:5,6  angel to Cornelius

Acts 12:7  angel wakes Peter and leads him out of prison

Acts 27:23  angel tells Paul that all lives on ship will be saved during storm

Hebrews 13:2  entertain strangers, may be angels

Tests for an Angel

Angels can protect, deliver, or supply God’s servant. Angels never act outside of God’s will as 

revealed in the Bible. It is important to remember that angels will never receive any worship. 

They always glorify and deify the Lord Jesus. (Pratney, PH25, p. 289)

Colossians 2:28  don’t let anyone who delights in worship of angels disqualify you

Revelation 19:10, 22:9 John fell at angel’s feet, angel told him not to
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Useful for Guidance
   

Scripture records various supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit where God carries out 

through human vessels some work normally above human ability or wisdom.

To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, …to another prophecy, to another speaking in different 

kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 1 Corinthians 12:8-10  

Examples of the message of knowledge: 

Genesis 18:17, 19  God will not hide from Abraham what He’ll do 

1 Samuel 9:19  Samuel tells Saul all that is in Saul’s heart.

1 Kings 19:18  Lord told Elisha He had reserved seven thousand not bowed to Baal 

2 Kings 6:12    Elisha tells king words you speak in your bedroom 

John 4:16-18, 29, 39  Jesus tells Samaritan woman everything she ever did 

Acts 9:11-12  Lord tells Ananias where to find Paul

Examples of the message of wisdom:

Genesis 41:33-36  Joseph tells Pharaoh what to do about seven years of plenty, 

seven of famine

Deuteronomy 34:9  Moses laid his hands on Joshua, filled with spirit of wisdom

2 Samuel 5:23, 24  Lord gives David instructions about battle

1 Kings 3:11, 12 (verses 5-14)  Solomon asks for discernment, receives it

1 Kings 3:16-28  Solomon discerns how to determine which is baby’s mother
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Examples of prophecy:

(Tongues with interpretation have a similar purpose as prophecy.  1 Corinthians 14:5)

Acts 11:27-30  Agabus predicts severe famine

Acts 20:23  Holy Spirit warns Paul that prison and hardship in every city

Acts 21:10-13  Agabus takes Paul’s belt and predicts his future

1 Corinthians 14:3  prophecy for strengthening, encouragement, comfort 

Tests for Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

The messages are:

•  given by a natural expression in the context of the ordinary human personality. 

•  not marked by over-excitement, screaming, harshness, or bitterness.

•  given with an attitude of worship, praise, love, humility, and meekness of heart.

•  always under the control of the speaker.

•  not given with a condemning, judging attitude.

•  strengthening, encouraging, and comforting. 

•  confirming already-established conviction of the heart given by God.

•  substantiated by time. If the message is from God, it will come to pass. (Deuteronomy 18:18-22) 
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wise words about knowing

God Guides While You are on Your Way

Don’t let the fear of missing God’s perfect plan paralyze you from acting. Do what you know 

to do, what is in front of you. Listen for His fine-tuning directions. For example, go to as 

many interviews as you can in your job field.  Then, expect God to fine-tune the direction 

as to the specific job.

 Read the following Scriptures. Write or tell how the people were on their way, going 

somewhere. Notice how some were going about their regular habits (like going to the temple). 

Tell what ministry they did.

John 4:3-7 (verses 3-42 for the whole story) 

Acts 3:1-7            

Acts 8:3-4 (unplanned and 

unpleasant moves) 

Acts 16:6-10 (trying to go somewhere)

God fine-tunes your steps as you are on your way, listening for His voice. Whether you turn 

to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; 

walk in it.” Isaiah 30:21 

GOD’S WILL
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God, guide my steps as I walk, doing what I know to do.  I expect You to nudge me to the 
right or left if I leave Your path for my life.  

Afraid You Missed God’s Will?

If you have sought God’s will diligently and yet feel you may have made a mistake in guidance, 

bring the mistake to God. Ask God’s forgiveness, and He will redeem it.  He will work it into the 

tapestry of your life. God is a big God, able to work out creative options.   

Circumstances

God’s will is usually an area of general direction in which He leaves you relatively free to work 

for Him. God uses circumstances to move you in the direction of His plans. …in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:6  Live your life with an 

attitude of acknowledging God (“Yes, Lord.”) and you can do what is front of you to do. If He 

wants to fine-tune your path, He will tell you.

If the circumstances violate Biblical principles, your choice is obvious. He expects you to use 

your common sense and to pay attention to your conscience.
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What Do You Want?

God uses the desires of your heart to direct you.  What do you enjoy doing?  What personality 

gifts do you have?  What kind of career would help you fulfill what you want to do for God 

financially, time-wise, child-raising, and in other ways? Delight yourself in the LORD and he will 

give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4
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When the Path of Service is Clear

God does not need to give you specific direction when the path of service is clear. God guides 

by biblical principles.  These are clear, general guidelines from Scripture that show you how 

to choose your life’s priorities.  From there, He can guide you as to what those priorities will 

look like in your life.

For example, Scripture tells you to participate in some form of evangelism, discipleship, assisting 

the poor, good works that help others, welcoming newcomers, and tithing, among other things.  

So, when those opportunities come, do them; they are all within your life’s priorities. 

When God says, “Wait.”

God has three answers in guidance:  “yes,”  “no,” and  “wait.”  Sometimes there must be delays.  

Your life is bound up with others, and sometimes God must wait until they are ready before 

giving you the go-ahead.  “Wait” is often the most difficult answer, but God will give you the 

grace and strength you need if you ask Him. 

If you are waiting for an answer, pray this prayer proclaiming your trust in Him. We 
wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for 
we trust in his holy name. May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put 
our hope in you. Psalm 33:20-22
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Beware of Counterfeits 

Satan’s counterfeit guidance comes, for example, through ouija boards, seances, fortune telling, 

and astrology. Do not seek spiritual information from sources outside of the Holy Spirit. …Do 

not practice divination or sorcery. Leviticus 19:26 I will set my face against the person who turns 

to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from 

his people. Leviticus 20:6

God’s Will May Include Hardship

Doing God’s will does not guarantee immunity from difficulties or hardship.  Doing God’s will 

does mean that what God wants to be accomplished through your life, and in your life, is being 

done.  Your obedience is a choice for inner freedom from the bondage that sin and disobedience 

brings.  Obeying God allows you to be conformed to His image – to become more like Him.  It 

means that you are investing in eternal rewards.

It is far better to have tribulation within God’s will than to be in disobedience and  untouched 

by trouble. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:10-12 

(emphasis mine)
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 Achieving the Overall Purpose 
 of Your Life

The overall purpose of your life on this earth can be achieved within a variety of occupations 

and life situations.  When Bruce Olson was 19 (1961), he became a missionary to the Motilone 

people in Columbia.  In October 1988, he was kidnapped by guerilla terrorists, held hostage, 

and tortured for nine months. He writes:  

“It never occurred to me that it was God’s responsibility to rescue me miraculously 

from this situation.  Instead, I believed it was my responsibility to serve Him right 

where I was.  What I asked of God from day to day was very simple, very practical, 

and I suppose quite typical of me:  ‘Father, I’m alive, and I want to use this 
time constructively.  How can I be most useful to you today?’

This was to be my prayer, as well as my ‘strategy,’ throughout the long months 

of my captivity.  But it was nothing new; it was how I approached every day of 

my life.  Why should my prayers or my outlook change now, just because I was 

in the hands of guerrillas?  I knew that God was subtly orchestrating His plan in 

the jungles – not only among the Motilones and the other 14 tribes we’d been 

working with, but also among the guerillas.  I assumed that this situation was 

part of that orchestration, and I wanted to be open to whatever God might have 

in mind.  I’ve always felt that I could serve God in any situation, and this one was 

full of intriguing possibilities.  As a result, I wasn’t terrified or even particularly 

anxious about my fate.  I knew it was God – not my captors – who would control 

the outcome of the situation.” (Bruce Olson, as told to Susan DeVore Williams, “Bruce Olson’s Nine 

Month Colombian Captivity,” Charisma & Christian Life, November, 1989, pages 52-53.)

Sources
Loren Cunningham, Is That Really You, God?, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1984.
Bruce Olson, as told to Susan DeVore Williams, “Bruce Olson’s Nine Month Colombian Captivity,” Charisma & Christian Life, 
 November, 1989, pages 52-53.
Winky Pratney, Youth Aflame, Communication Foundation Publishers, P.O. Box 386, Lindale, TX 75771, 1970.
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General References

Leviticus 19:26  don’t practice divination, sorcery

Leviticus 20:6  avoid mediums and spiritists

Psalm 15:1-5  who may dwell in Lord’s sanctuary? Blameless, keeps oath, truth

Psalm 25:4-12  teach me Your paths, instructs sinners, guides humble, forgive 

Psalm 31:3  for sake of Your name lead and guide me

Psalm 33:20-22  we wait for Lord, help, shield, trust Him

Psalm 37:3-6  trust in Lord, do good, delight yourself in Lord, commit way to Lord

Psalm 40:5  things you planned for us no one can recount 

Psalm 40:8  I desire to do your will, O my God

Psalm 48:14  He will be our guide even to the end

Psalm 66:18  cherished sin in my heart, Lord not listen

Psalm 73:23-24  I am always with you, You guide me with your counsel

Psalm 119:24  Your statutes are my delight, they are my counselors 

Psalm 119:104-105  understanding from precepts, hate wrong way, word is lamp to feet

Psalm 119:127-128, 133  I love Your commands, I hate wrong path, direct my footsteps, 

let no sin rule over me. 

Psalm 139:7-10  wherever I go You are there, Your hand guides me

Psalm 143:8-10  morning bring me word of Your love, show me way I should go

Proverbs 3:5-7  don’t lean on own understanding, acknowledge Him, paths straight

Proverbs 9:9  instruct wise man, be wiser, teach righteous man 

Proverbs 10:9  integrity walks securely, crooked paths found out

Proverbs 11:3  integrity of upright guides them, unfaithful destroyed 

Proverbs 11:14  lack of guidance nation falls, many advisers, victory sure

Proverbs 12:15  way of fool seems right, wise man listens to advice

Proverbs 13:10  pride breeds quarrels, wisdom found in advice

Proverbs 16:9  man plans his course, Lord determines his steps

Proverbs 19:20-21  accept instruction, many man’s plans, Lord’s purpose prevails

Proverbs 20:18  make plans by seeking advice 

Proverbs 20:24  man’s steps directed by Lord

list of
SCRIPTURES
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Isaiah 30:21  when turn to right, left, hear voice, walk in this way

Isaiah 58:9-11  if do away with oppression, feed hungry, Lord will guide you

Isaiah 59:1-2  Lord’s ear not dull, but sins make it so He can’t hear

Jeremiah 29:11  I know plans I have for you, prosper, hope, future

Matthew 5:8  blessed pure in heart, see God

Matthew 5:10-12  blessed when persecuted, reward in heaven

Matthew 5:23-24  if brother has something against you, leave gift, make it right

Luke 6:12   Jesus prayed all night before He chose the disciples

Luke 16:10  trusted with little, trusted with much, dishonest with little, 

dishonest with much

John 4:3-7 (4:3-42 whole story) (guided on the way) Jesus and Samaritan woman

John 10:27 (10:11-16, 27-30 entire sheep analogy)  sheep listen, follow me 

  
Acts 3:1-7  (guided on the way) Peter going to temple, heals lame man          

Acts 8:3-4  (guided on the way) persecuted Christians preach where they go

Acts 16:6-10  (guided on the way) Paul trying to go, inhibited, receives vision

Romans 12:18  as far as depends on you, be at peace

Romans 13:1  submit to governing authorities, established by God

2 Corinthians 10:5  demolish arguments, take captive thoughts, obedient to Christ

Galatians 4:13  (circumstances) because of illness Paul preached gospel to them

Colossians 1:9-12  praying for knowledge of His will, live life worthy of Christ

2 Timothy 1:7  God gives power, love, and a sound mind

Hebrews 13:17  obey leaders, they must give account

James 1:5-6  lacks wisdom, ask God, not doubt 

James 3:17  wisdom that comes from heaven is pure, peace-loving, etc.

James 4:7  submit to God, resist devil, he will flee

1 John 4:20  anyone who does not love brother, cannot love God

Audible Voice of God

Exodus 3:4-6  Moses at the burning bush  

Exodus 19:19  Lord’s voice to Moses at top of Mount Sinai

Numbers 12:5-8  Lord to Miriam and Aaron
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1 Samuel 3:1-10  the Lord calls Samuel

1 Kings 19:9-13  God spoke to Elijah in a gentle whisper

John 12:27-30  voice from heaven to Jesus and a crowd when He predicted His death

Acts 9:1-7  Lord to Saul (who was later called Paul)

Hebrews 12:18-20  Israelites could not bear what was commanded, the sight was 

terrifying

Visions and Dreams

Isaiah 6:1-8  Isaiah’s awesome vision

Ezekiel 1:1-28  Ezekiel’s strange vision

Daniel 2:19, 22-47  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Daniel’s interpretation

Joel 2:28, Acts 2:17  God’s promise about visions to young men in last days

Matthew 1:20; 2:12,13  Joseph’s dream about Mary, sent to Egypt

Acts 10:9-20  Peter’s vision to tell him to go to a Gentile home

Acts 16:9-10  Paul’s vision to go to Macedonia

Acts 26:13-19  Paul’s vision of Christ, obeyed heavenly vision

Angels 

Psalm 103:20-21  angels sing, do His bidding, obey, praise

Psalm 148:2-5  angels commanded to praise the Lord

Isaiah 6:1-3  seraphs visit Isaiah

2 Kings 6:15-17  Elisha prayed that his servant would see the horses and chariots

Matthew 1:20  angel to Joseph, Mary’s husband, in a dream

Luke 1:11-20  angel talks with father of John the Baptist

Luke 1:26-35  angel to Mary, mother of Jesus

Luke 2:8-12  angel spoke to shepherds

Acts 8:26  angel told Philip to go south

Acts 10:5,6  angel to Cornelius

Acts 12:7  angel wakes Peter and leads him out of prison

Acts 27:23  angel tells Paul that all lives on ship will be saved during storm

Colossians 2:28  don’t let anyone who delights in worship of angels disqualify you

Hebrews 13:2  entertain strangers, may be angels

Revelation 5:6-14  John sees the Lord, thousands of angels sing

Revelation 19:10, 22:9  John fell at angel’s feet, angel told him not to
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1 Corinthians 12:8-10  message of wisdom, prophecy, etc. 

Examples of the message of knowledge:
Genesis 18:17, 19  God will not hide from Abraham what He’ll do

1 Samuel 9:19  Samuel tells Saul all that is in Saul’s heart.

1 Kings 19:18  Lord told Elisha He had reserved seven thousand not bowed to Baal

2 Kings 6:12    Elisha tells king words you speak in your bedroom

John 4:16-18, 29, 39  Jesus tells Samaritan woman everything she ever did

Acts 9:11-12  Lord tells Ananias where to find Paul

Examples of the message of wisdom:
Genesis 41:33-36  Joseph tells Pharaoh what to do about seven years of plenty, 

seven of famine

Deuteronomy 34:9  Moses laid his hands on Joshua, filled with spirit of wisdom

2 Samuel 5:23, 24  Lord gives David instructions about battle

1 Kings 3:11, 12 (verses 5-14) Solomon asks for discernment, receives it

1 Kings 3:16-28  Solomon discerns how to determine which is baby’s mother 

Examples of prophecy:
Deuteronomy 18:18-22  if prophecy comes to pass, from God

Acts 11:27-30  Agabus predicts severe famine

Acts 20:23  Holy Spirit warns Paul that prison and hardship in every city

Acts 21:10-13  Agabus takes Paul’s belt and predicts his future     

1 Corinthians 14:3  prophesies for strengthening, encouragement, comfort


